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Balkan Pact
PES parties from the European Union and the Balkans signed a ‘Pact for social democracy, EU integration and regional cooperation’ at a meeting in Belgrade hosted by Serbian President Boris Tadic.  
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Put children first
Regional, national and European politicians united in calling on the EU to honour its commitments to provide children with pre-school care – and for the European Commission to come forward with strong proposals to meet EU child care targets - at a conference in Brussels co-hosted by the Socialist Group in the Committee of the Regions.   
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Ivica Racan - Man of integrity
The Party of European Socialists mourns the loss of Ivica Racan, the Leader of the Croatian Social Democrats, and held a minute’s silence in his honour at the Balkan Conference in Belgarde as well as at the PES Presidency.
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PES activists
A big congratulations and thank you to PES activists who traveled to Dublin at their own expense to campaign in the Irish elections, and also to activists who recorded messages of support for the Bulgarian elections to the European Parliament, as well as to activist groups who put on events in support of the child care campaign. PES activists – they really are active.    
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PES strengthen ties with US Democrats 

PES President Poul Nyrup Rasmussen was joined by MPs, MEPs and other representatives from six member parties in a PES delegation to the US to strengthen ties with the Democrats. The PES delegation had some twenty meetings with Congressmen, Senators and other important figures associated with the Democrats.  
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Capital funds on the agenda

The PES is working to move the debate about regulation of hedge and private equity funds higher up the political agenda. PES President Poul Nyrup Rasmussen co-authored a report on capital funds for the Socialist Group in the European Parliament and has been discussing the issue with Ministers, the European Commission, member parties, trade unions and US Democrats. Protecting healthy companies from financial predators - it’s a hot issue… 
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The New Social Europe
The inspiring report by Jacques Delors and Poul Nyrup Rasmussen – the culmination of the debate within our political family on social and economic reform – is now available in English, French, German and Spanish. Order here. 
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Bulgaria holds first European elections

Bulgaria elected five Socialists in the country’s first European Parliamentary elections since joining the EU in January 2007. Congratulations to Socialist Prime Minister Sergei Stanishev and Leader of the Bulgarian Delegation of Socialist MEPs, Kristian Vigenin! The PES was prominent in the campaign with PES President Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, PES Women President Zita Gurmai, PES Secretary General Philip Cordery and the President of the Socialist Group in the European Parliament Martin Schulz among those visiting during the elections. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Leaders' meeting

PES Party Leaders meet in Brussels on 21 June.  

PES Council

The PES Council –  the annual ‘mini Congress’ of our political family with 120 delegates from our member parties – will take place in November in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria. Watch this space for the exact date – and opportunities for PES activists to join in.     

We care for child care

More and better child care is top of the agenda at child care campaign meetings in Vilnius on 31 May (organized by the Socialist Group in the European Parliament), Valletta on 9 June and Berlin on 12 June.    

Global Progressive Forum - Decent Work, Decent Life

MEPs Josep Borrell and Harlem Désir, Chair and Vice-Chair of the Global Progressive Forum, will participate in the “Youth Action for Decent Work” conference organized by the Decent Work Decent Life campaign, taking place in Berlin on 1-2 June and addressing the challenges faced by young people in today’s global economy. Participants will call on world leaders gathering at the G8 Summit in Heiligendamm to take action for Decent Work.  

Delegation - China!

A PES delegation including President Poul Nyrup Rasmussen will visit Beijing on 3-6 July for a series of meetings with Government and Party representatives and leading Democratic politicians and organizations to discuss amongst other things EU/US relations, climate change, the Middle East, globalization and decent work.     

Socialist and Social Democratic Ministers

Employment and Social Affairs Ministers from the PES family meet on 30 May, while our Environment Ministers meet on a date to be confirmed in June.   

Elections in France and Belgium

Good luck to our Parti Socialiste in France and Belgium for parliamentary elections, on 10 and 17 June (France) and 10 June (Belgium).   
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